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Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, trade is a com-

plex issue. But some things are very clear— 
We need a fair playing field for our workers 
and businesses and we need a new trade 
model, with enforceable standards and rules 
to eliminate unfair trade practices. 

So why are we continuing to seek to expand 
a trade policy that has proven time and time 
again to be harmful for American workers, 
businesses, farmers and communities? And 
why are we seeking to expand the Andean 
Trade Preference Act or ATPA when there ap-
pears no substantive reason to extend the 
preferences. 

According to the Congressional Research 
Service (CRS), we have a $10 billion and 
growing trade deficit with the four ATPA na-
tions, Colombia, Peru, Bolivia and Ecuador. 
American farmers and workers have been di-
rectly harmed by the ATPA as can be seen 
with our asparagus and fresh-cut flower indus-
tries. According to the U.S. International Trade 
Commission, these domestic producers have 
been affected by lower prices and many grow-
ers have gone out of business as a result. 

Under the ATPA, flower imports from Co-
lombia and Ecuador receive duty-free treat-
ment, seven though the workers who grow, 
harvest, and package these flowers routinely 
experience a number of labor rights and 
human rights violations. By law, the ATPA is 
supposed to condition these trade benefits on 
improvements in worker rights in these coun-
tries. However, labor rights violations in the 
flower industry and other sectors, including 
violations of the right to freedom of associa-
tion, continue unchecked. 

Where is the enforcement from the Bush 
Administration? Where is the outrage from this 
Congress. 

Also promised to us when the ATPA was 
enacted in 1991 was a reduction in coca pro-
duction in the four ATPA countries. However, 
in Colombia, according to the CRS, coca crop 
size estimates remain mostly unchanged since 
the enactment of the ATPA and in Peru coca 
crop cultivation has actually grown. Colombia 
remains the source of roughly 90 percent of 
the cocaine entering the U.S. In a 2001 report 
to Congress, the U.S. Foreign Agricultural 
Service said that they ‘‘do not believe that Pe-
ruvian asparagus production provides an alter-
native economic opportunity for coca pro-
ducers and workers—the stated purpose of 
the Act.’’ And all this is on top of the fact that 
Colombia has an appalling horrific record on 
labor and human rights—Leading the world in 
the number of unionists murdered year after 
year. 

So why are we seeking to give Colombia 
further trade preferences? 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
RANGEL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1830, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 

Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2829, FINANCIAL SERV-
ICES AND GENERAL GOVERN-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2008 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 517 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 517 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2829) making 
appropriations for financial services and gen-
eral government for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2008, and for other purposes. 
The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived except those 
arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. Gen-
eral debate shall be confined to the bill and 
shall not exceed one hour equally divided 
and controlled by the chairman and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on Ap-
propriations. After general debate the bill 
shall be considered for amendment under the 
five-minute rule. Points of order against pro-
visions in the bill for failure to comply with 
clause 2 of rule XXI are waived. During con-
sideration of the bill for amendment, the 
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole 
may accord priority in recognition on the 
basis of whether the Member offering an 
amendment has caused it to be printed in the 
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule 
XVIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read. When the committee rises 
and reports the bill back to the House with 
a recommendation that the bill do pass, the 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and amendments thereto to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House 
of H.R. 2829 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous 
question, the Chair may postpone further 
consideration of the bill to such time as may 
be designated by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. MATSUI) 
is recognized for 1 hour. 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. DREIER). All time 
yielded during consideration of the rule 
is for debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. MATSUI. I also ask unanimous 
consent that all Members be given 5 
legislative days in which to revise and 
extend their remarks on the resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, House 

Resolution 517 provides for consider-
ation of H.R. 2829, the Financial Serv-
ices and General Government Appro-
priations Act for 2008 under an open 
rule. 

Under this rule, all Members of the 
House are afforded the opportunity to 
offer any amendment that is germane 
and otherwise complies with House 
rules. In fact, I want to point out to 
Members that this is the sixth appro-
priations bill this year to be considered 
under an open rule. 

In November, the American people 
demanded a change in direction in 
Washington and a change in priorities. 
The past 6 months have been an impor-
tant down payment on our commit-
ment to change. This new Congress 
must continue to restore our focus on a 
domestic agenda that helps all Ameri-
cans. 

To that end, today the House takes 
up the seventh of its annual Appropria-
tion bills where we will continue this 
progress in taking America in a new di-
rection. 

I applaud Chairman SERRANO, Rank-
ing Member REGULA, and the com-
mittee for developing a bill that re-
flects this needed change in priorities 
and for doing so through a strong, bi-
partisan process. 

This bill aims to spur job creation 
and make the economy work for every-
one by restoring cuts to small business 
loans, strengthening consumer protec-
tions and rejecting a proposal to reduce 
capital and financial services to under-
served communities through CDFI. 

In addition, the funding in the under-
lying bill will help our citizens to vote 
through upgrades to voting machines 
and voter registration databases. It en-
sures a fair tax system by enforcing 
the Tax Code for everyone, not just 
those who play by the rules. By focus-
ing on basic priorities like these, we 
can help restore the American people’s 
faith in our government again. 

The programs funded by this bill 
demonstrate our commitment to serv-
ing all Americans, regardless of eco-
nomic or social background. The $21.4 
billion bill includes: $66.8 million for 
the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion to protect the public from injury 
or death from more than 15,000 types of 
consumer products; 

$247.7 million for the Federal Trade 
Commission to investigate sub-prime 
lending, ID theft, and other deceptive 
practices; 

$908 million for the Securities and 
Exchange Commission to enhance secu-
rities law enforcement; 

$313 million for the Federal Commu-
nications Commissions to oversee the 
changing telecom environment, ensure 
the continued livelihood of Universal 
Service Fund and prepare for the tran-
sition to digital television; 

$139.8 million to combat terrorist fi-
nancing; 

$5.9 billion for the Federal Courts, in-
cluding $830.5 million for defender serv-
ices, because every American should 
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